Onchidella* celtica (Ouvier) is the only representative of its genus found on our shores. Included in the Sub-order Stylommatophora of the Pulmonates, it is believed to be a land mollusc that has reverted to a marine habitat. It is quite devoid of a shell and closely allied to the land slugs.
from the force of the breaking waves, which might dislodge them from the rocks on which they only have a feeble foothold. They leave their retreats an hour or an hour and a half after the tide begins to go down, and move about over the rock seeking the small algffion which they feed. The length of time they stay out of the crevices is governed by conditions of humidity and temperature: on dull, damp days they may remain out for three or four hours, but on hot, dry days for two hours only. In the cold winter months they seldom leave their s~e1ters: if the nooks are examined then the animals are found huddled together in small groups. I might add that this thigmotactic response is very evident; if the animals are kept together in a jar, they will crawl all over each other and congregate into a compact little clump.
I found this species on an island rock in the Fistral Bay at Newquay, in a position well provided with crevices and cracks for retreat: the animals were walking about in groups at a level about the half-tide mark, and would most certainly be covered at high tide, the whole island becoming submerged then. It agrees with Joyeux-Laffuie's remark that they are extremely local that I have never found them on any of the other rocks in the immediate neighbourhood, rocks which to all appearances would offer a similar habitat.
This mollusc is very difficult to see because of its dull greyish colour which harmonizes so well with its background, and it seems probable that careful search in summer months would considerably widen its known distribution. It is interesting to note that it has spread to the North Coast of Cornwall, Lantivet and Whitsand Bays both being on the South Coast almost exactly opposite the region on the Coast of Brittany, which would seem to be its main locus of distribution.
